
 

2008 WI 35
 

SUPREME COURT OF WISCONSIN 
 

    
  NOTI CE 

This order is subject to further 
editing and modification.  The 
final version will appear in the 
bound volume of the official 
reports. 

 

 
 

No.   06- 07 
  
In the matter of the Creation of a Court Rule 
Authorizing Use of Electronic Signatures by 
Court Officials   
 

FILED 
 

MAY 1, 2008 
 

Davi d R.  Schanker  
Cl er k of  Supr eme Cour t  

Madi son,  WI  
 

  
 
 

On December  6,  2006,  A.  John Voel ker ,  Di r ect or  of  St at e 

Cour t s,  f i l ed a pet i t i on seeki ng t o cr eat e a supr eme cour t  r ul e 

aut hor i z i ng t he use of  el ect r oni c s i gnat ur es by cour t  of f i c i al s.   

A publ i c hear i ng on t he pet i t i on was conduct ed on Apr i l  8,  2008.  

At  t he ensui ng admi ni st r at i ve conf er ence,  t he cour t  vot ed 

unani mousl y t o adopt  t he pet i t i on,  as modi f i ed.   Ther ef or e,   

I T I S ORDERED t hat ,  ef f ect i ve t he dat e of  t hi s or der ,  70. 42 

of  t he Supr eme Cour t  Rul es i s cr eat ed t o r ead:   

SCR 70.42  Electronic Signatures. (1) DEFI NI TI ONS.   I n t hi s 

r ul e:  

( a)  " Cour t  of f i c i al "  means a c i r cui t  cour t  j udge,  c l er k of  

c i r cui t  cour t ,  r egi st er  i n pr obat e,  j uveni l e c l er k,  cour t  

commi ssi oner  appoi nt ed under  sect i on 757. 68 and SCR 75. 02 ( 1) ,  

j ust i ce of  t he supr eme cour t ,  j udge of  t he cour t  of  appeal s,  and 

t he cl er k of  t he supr eme and appel l at e cour t s.  
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( b)  " El ect r oni c s i gnat ur e"  means an el ect r oni c sound,  

symbol ,  or  pr ocess at t ached t o or  l ogi cal l y associ at ed wi t h a 

document  and execut ed or  adopt ed by a per son wi t h t he i nt ent  t o 

s i gn t he document .  

(2) Secur e el ect r oni c s i gnat ur es may be pr ov i ded by t he 

consol i dat ed cour t  aut omat i on pr ogr am f or  use by cour t  of f i c i al s  

who si gn el ect r oni c document s.   The el ect r oni c  s i gnat ur e shal l  

be t r eat ed as t he cour t  of f i c i al ' s  per sonal  or i gi nal  s i gnat ur e 

f or  al l  pur poses under  Wi sconsi n st at ut es and cour t  r ul es.   An 

el ect r oni c s i gnat ur e may be used on al l  cour t  document s,  

i ncl udi ng t hose document s descr i bed i n sect i on 137. 12 ( 2m)  of  

t he st at ut es.   The of f i c i al ' s  pr i nt ed name shal l  be i nser t ed i n 

pl ace of  a handwr i t t en s i gnat ur e.  

(3) A cour t  of f i c i al  may del egat e t he use of  hi s or  her  

el ect r oni c s i gnat ur e t o an aut hor i zed desi gnee,  usi ng t he 

secur i t y pr ocedur es of  t he consol i dat ed cour t  aut omat i on 

pr ogr am.   A cour t  of f i c i al  i s  r esponsi bl e f or  any use of  hi s or  

her  el ect r oni c s i gnat ur e by an aut hor i zed des i gnee.   Cour t  

of f i c i al s shal l  saf eguar d t he secur i t y of  t hei r  el ect r oni c 

s i gnat ur es and exer ci se car e i n del egat i ng t he el ect r oni c 

s i gnat ur e.  

(4) An el ect r oni c s i gnat ur e shal l  be used onl y by t he 

of f i c i al  t o whom i t  i s  assi gned and by such desi gnees as t he 

of f i c i al  may aut hor i ze.   Upon l ear ni ng t hat  t he conf i dent i al i t y  

of  t he el ect r oni c s i gnat ur e has been i nadver t ent l y or  i mpr oper l y  

di scl osed,  t he cour t  of f i c i al  shal l  i mmedi at el y r epor t  t hat  f act  

t o t he consol i dat ed cour t  aut omat i on pr ogr am.  
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(5) Cour t  of f i c i al s may use t hei r  el ect r oni c s i gnat ur es f or  

admi ni st r at i ve pur poses.   I f  t he s i gnat ur e of  a cour t  of f i c i al  

i s  r equi r ed on a document ,  an el ect r oni c s i gnat ur e sat i sf i es 

t hat  r equi r ement .   El ect r oni cal l y s i gned document s may be st or ed 

el ect r oni cal l y f or  t he pr oper  r et ent i on per i od.  

(6) El ect r oni c s i gnat ur es may be pr ovi ded t o t he di r ect or  

of  st at e cour t s and such empl oyees as t he di r ect or  may desi gnat e 

f or  admi ni st r at i ve pur poses.   At  t he di scr et i on of  t he di r ect or ,  

an empl oyee may be pr ovi ded wi t h hi s or  her  own el ect r oni c 

s i gnat ur e i f  appr opr i at e f or  t he conduct  of  of f i c i al  busi ness.   

The el ect r oni c s i gnat ur e shal l  be t r eat ed as t he per son' s 

or i gi nal  s i gnat ur e.  

(7) The chi ef  j ust i ce,  chi ef  j udges,  and di r ect or  of  st at e 

cour t s may use t hei r  el ect r oni c s i gnat ur es f or  t he assi gnment  of  

j udges pur suant  t o SCR 70. 23 and 70. 24.   A di st r i ct  cour t  

admi ni st r at or  may be t he desi gnee of  t he chi ef  j udges f or  

pur poses of  j udi c i al  assi gnment .  

I T I S ORDERED t hat  not i ce of  t he cr eat i on of  Supr eme Cour t  

Rul e SCR 70. 42 be gi ven by a s i ngl e publ i cat i on of  a copy of  

t hi s or der  i n t he of f i c i al  st at e newspaper  and i n an of f i c i al  

publ i cat i on of  t he St at e Bar  of  Wi sconsi n.  

Dat ed at  Madi son,  Wi sconsi n,  t hi s 1st  day of  May,  2008.  

 
BY THE COURT:  
 
 
 
Davi d R.  Schanker  
Cl er k of  Supr eme Cour t  
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